
Set 4: Women of Faith and Courage
The timeline below highlights key historical events in and around the lifetimes of Kateri Tekakwitha, Margaret Haughery, Katharine Drexel.

Katharine Drexel
1858-1955

1608
French 

colonization 
in North 
America 

begins with 
founding 

of Quebec, 
Canada    1853

Yellow fever 
epidemic in 

New Orleans

                1861-1865
American Civil War

1868
President Grant enacts program of Christian 
education for Native Americans through the 

“Peace Policy”

  1891
Katharine Drexel founds her order, the 
Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament for 

Indians and Colored People

             1930
Xavier University, a college for 

Black Americans, opens

1914-1918
World War I; United States 

enters in 1917

                     1677
Kateri Tekakwitha flees to St. 

Francis Xavier Mission

                    1634
Jesuits establish 

mission to Indians 
in New France

               1659
Smallpox epidemic among 

Mohawks

      1666
Mohawks sign peace treaty 
with the French and accept 

Jesuit missionaries

1640-1698
Beaver Wars of Five 

Iroquois Nations 
against other tribes 
and French in New 

France

         1667
Jesuits establish first St. 

Francis Xavier Mission at La 
Prairie, Quebec

1719
French found New 

Orleans, LA

1685
France enforces Code Noir 
in French American Islands 
forbidding exercise of any 
religion other than Roman 

Catholicism

1724-1803
France’s Code 
Noir applied 
to Louisiana

                       1803
United States purchases 

Louisiana territory from France

               1776-1783
American 

Revolutionary War

  1812-1815
War of 1812 

between 
Britain and 

United States

        1830
Indian Removal Act gives southern 
Native American tribes land to 
relocate west of Mississippi River

  1837
Margaret Haughery 

begins work with 
Sisters of Charity to 
aid orphans in New 

Orleans

Margaret Haughery
1813-1882

1608 1719 1861 1955

Kateri Tekakwitha
1656-1680

1811-1860
Oregon Trail 

gradually 
begins flood 

of white 
emigrants 

across Native 
American 

lands
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