
Set 3: Spanish and Mexican Heroes
The timeline below highlights key historical events in and around the lifetimes of Pedro Menéndez and Father Miguel Pro.

Father Miguel Pro
1891-1927

1513-1559
Unsuccessful 

series of Spanish 
expeditions to 

colonize Florida

      1925
Miguel Pro ordained a priest in 
Belgium and returns to Mexico the 

following year

1927
300 political  ›

opponents assassinated 
in Mexico

Father Pro martyred in  ›
Mexico

            1940
Mexican 

Revolution ends

         1517
Martin Luther 

publishes 
“95 Theses” 
in Germany, 
marking the 
start of the 

Reformation

                        1554
Charles I of Spain appoints Don 

Pedro Menéndez Captain General of 
the Fleets of the Indies

                          1566-1572
Jesuit missions in Florida

                             1567
Philip II of Spain appoints Menéndez 
Captain General of the West, Governor 
of Cuba, and Knight Commander of 

the Holy Cross of Zarza

                              1573
Franciscans begin mission work in St. Augustine, FL

                        1569
Seven Jesuits martyred in Florida

                        1565
Spanish fleet commissioned to America  ›

with Menéndez in charge as Captain General 
and Governor of La Florida

St. Augustine, FL founded ›

        1775-1783
American 

Revolutionary 
War

       1763
English 

expel Spain 
from Florida

                  1821
Mexico achieves 

independence 
from Spain

               1910-1913
Mexican Revolution 
overthrows President 

Porfirio Díaz

       1857
Catholic Church 

in Mexico loses its 
protected status

                             1913
President Madero assassi- ›

nated
Álvaro Obregón and  ›

Plutarco Calles among 
others lead new, independent 
firebrand revolts in Mexico 

Church property seized in  ›
Mexico to finance campaigns 
and political agendas

          1926-1929
Cristeros fight violent and 
non-violent resistance against 
secularist, anti-Catholic, and 
anticlerical policies of Mexican 
government

                                                               1914
Seminarians, including Miguel Pro, leave 

Mexico to continue training in other countries

1513 1940

Pedro Menéndez
1519-1574

                                            1911
Francisco Madero  ›

becomes president of 
Mexico

Miguel Pro begins Jesuit  ›
formation in Mexico
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