
Set 2: Polish Advocates of Hope and Nationhood
The timeline below highlights key historical events in and around the lifetimes of Jadwiga, Casimir Pułaski, and Ignace Paderewski.

Ignace Paderewski
1860-1941

 800
Poland 

emerges as 
independent 

kingdom

                              1891
Ignace Paderewski’s 
first concert tour in 

U.S.

    1914-1918
World War I

                                 1915
Ignace Paderewski travels 
through U.S. to campaign 
for Poland’s independence

                                          1918
Treaty of Versailles 

proclaims Polish Republic

    1938-1945
World War 

II

       1940
Ignace 

Paderewski 
named 

President of 
the National 

Council, 
the Polish 

government-
in-exile

1919
Ignace Paderewski 

serves as Prime Minister 
of Poland

1095-1291
Series of 

intermittent 
Crusades in 

Europe

         1384
Jadwiga 

crowned queen 
of Poland

                                               1386
Jadwiga marries Jagiello of 

Lithuania, forming the Christian 
Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth

                                     1399
University of Krakow, begun by 

Kazimir the Great, completed

                                                     1410
Jagiello defeats Teutonic Knights at 

Battle of Grünwald

 1347
Statutes of Kazimir the 
Great issued in Poland

1775-1783
American 

Revolutionary War

    1573
Poland becomes 
regular republic, 
with kings elected

                              1619-1772
Series of disastrous wars 
for Poland with Cossacks, 

Russians, and Swedes

                                    1767
Joseph Pułaski forms 
Knights of the Holy 

Cross in Poland

                              1795
Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth ends with final 
partitioning of land between Russia, Prussia, and Austria

                   1776
Casimir Pułaski joins 

American fight for 
independence

   1779
Battle of Savannah, GA

Casimir Pułaski
1745-1779

Jadwiga
1374-1399

                                       1768-1772
Wars of the Bar Confederation fight for Polish-

Lithuanian Commonwealth integrity
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