
Set 6: New York Ambassadors of Brotherhood
The timeline below highlights key historical events in and around the lifetimes of Pierre Toussaint, Archbishop John Hughes, 

and Alfred E. Smith.

Alfred E. Smith
1873-1944

1609
Under King James I, 
colonists from England 
and Scotland confiscate 
much land from Gaelic 

chiefs in Ireland

                   1928
Alfred E. Smith becomes first Catholic to run for 

President of the United States of America

               1659
French settle on Santo 
Domingo, Hispaniola

                            1775-1783
American Revolutionary War

                     1787
Pierre Toussaint sails from 
Santo Domingo to New York, 

NY with Bérard family

                                        1789-1799
French Revolution in France

1791-1804
Haitian Revolution against 

slavery on Santo Domingo

1845-1852
Great Famine of Ireland

   1812-1815
War of 1812

                    1818
John Hughes 
immigrates to 

America

                                  1826
John Hughes is 
ordained a priest

                                 1911
Alfred E. Smith chosen as majority leader and chairman  ›

of the Committee on Ways and Means
Alfred E. Smith helps lead Commission to investigate  ›

1911 Triangle Factory Fire and helps pass laws to improve 
working conditions

                           1904
Alfred E. Smith elected delegate in New York State Assembly

                           1879
New St. Patrick’s Cathedral of New 

York, NY dedicated

          1850
Bishop Hughes becomes first 

archbishop of New York, NY

                                                1919
Alfred E. Smith elected Governor of State of New York

1914-1918
World War I

               1938-1945 
World War II

                                      1913
Alfred E. Smith elected speaker in New York State 

Assembly

                                           1829
King George IV of England 
and Ireland signs Catholic 

Emancipation Bill

                                                  1832
Father Hughes builds St. John 
the Evangelist Catholic Church 

in Philadelphia, PA

1844
Anti-Catholic “Nativist” political 

party founded in America

         1838
Father Hughes elevated to coadjutor 

Bishop of New York

             1841
Bishop Hughes founds St. John’s College, 

present-day Fordham University, in 
New York, NY

Archbishop John Hughes
1797-1864

1609 1904 1944

Pierre Toussaint
1766-1853

                 1835
Great Fire of 1835 in New York, NY
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