
Set 1: Founding Voices for Freedom in the U.S.
The timeline below highlights key historical events in and around the lifetimes of Archbishop John Carroll, Charles Carroll, and Mathew Carey.

Mathew Carey
1760-1839

1689-1775
Illegal for 
Catholics to vote 
or hold public 
office in British 
American colonies

1812-1814
War of 1812

       1691-1920
In Ireland, 
English rule 
denies Catholics 
rights as citizens 
under Penal Laws

1765
Stamp Act

      1767
Townshend Acts

            1769
John Carroll is 
ordained a priest

                 1770
Boston Massacre

                                                                                1773
In Maryland, House of Burgesses declares  ›

Governor Eden’s salary proclamation illegal
Boston Tea Party ›
Quartering Act requires American colonies  ›

to house British soldiers

1775-1783
American 

Revolutionary 
War

                    1776
Continental Congress sends commission, including Father John  ›

Carroll and Charles Carroll, seeking an alliance with Canada 
Charles Carroll sent to Congress as a delegate, and is one of 56 men  ›

to sign the Declaration of Independence

                             1777
Maryland constitution reinstates 

many rights for Catholics

                                        1784
Father Carroll appointed by the Vatican as “head of the Missions in  ›

the provinces of the new Republic of the U.S. of North America”
Mathew Carey flees to the United States ›

                                                 1790
Father Carroll ordained first bishop of the U.S. ›
Mathew Carey prints the first Catholic Bible in the U.S. ›
In Philadelphia, Mathew Carey helps found Hibernian  ›

Society for the Relief of Immigrants from Ireland

        1791
Bishop Carroll founds Georgetown University ›
Many Catholics flee from Revolutionary France to the U.S. ›
Bill of Rights ratified ›

        1792
Mathew Carey starts Carey Book Publishing

   1810
Bishop Carroll becomes first  ›

archbishop of the U.S.
St. Elizabeth Seton opens her  ›

free school in Emmitsburg

Charles Carroll
1737-1832

1689 1775 1790 1810 1839

Archbishop John Carroll
1735-1815

                                                     1789
U.S. Constitution inaugurated
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