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Set 5: Missionaries on the Frontier
The timeline below highlights key historical events in and around the lifetimes of Joseph the Huron, Bishop Simon Bruté, Father Garbriel 

Richard, and Father Pierre De Smet.

Father Gabriel Richard
1767-1832

Father Pierre De Smet
1801-1873

                                   1636
Influenza breaks out among Native 

Americans along St. Lawrence River

1812-1814
War of 
1812

1817
Father 

Richard 
co-founds the 
University of 

Michigan

1823
Father Richard becomes first 

elected Catholic priest in 
Congress

                 1834
Father Bruté is ordained 

bishop of Vincennes, IN

1851
Treaty of Fort Laramie 
brings brief period of peace 
between white settlers and 

Native Americans

    1861-1865
American Civil War

                  1868
President Grant enacts 
program of Christian 
education for Native 

Americans through the 
“Peace Policy”

      1855-1858
Yakima War between 

Yakima tribes and local 
militia

                                       1847
Bishop Bruté opens St. Gabriel’s 
College for boys in Vincennes, IN

                                  1841
Father De Smet establishes St. 

Mary’s Mission among Flathead 
Indians in valley of Bitterroot 

River, MO

             1830
Indian Removal Act gives 
southern Native American 

tribes land to relocate west of 
Mississippi River

                                      1637
Joseph the Huron is baptized

                                            1639
Smallpox epidemic among Huron Nation  ›
Sainte Marie Mission is built on Wye River  ›

                                      1640-1698
Beaver Wars of Five Iroquois Nations against 
other tribes, including Huron, and French in 

New France

                                         1649
Huron Nation ceases to exist  ›
Five Jesuits, including Father de Brébeuf, are   ›

martyred

1789-1799
French Revolution

                                         1638
Huron, Bear and Cord Nations accept 

Blackrobes and raise Father de Brébeuf to a 
Bear chief status

1799-1815
Napoleonic wars

             1804
Father Richard helps 
open junior seminary in 

Detroit, MI

                 1805
Detroit, MI burns down

1809
Father Richard starts 
first newspaper under 
Catholic patronage in 

the country

1811-1860
Oregon Trail 

gradually begins 
flood of white 

emigrants across 
Native American 

lands

Bishop Simon Bruté
1779-1839

1608 1789 1812 1873

Joseph the Huron
early 1600s -1640

                                   1808
Father Richard establish-
es first of many schools


